
March 1, 1966

The L o u is ia n a  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  Commission he ld  a p u b l i c  

h ea r ing  in Convent ion  H a l l  in  A le x a n d r ia  on March 1, I 966 a t  10 A .M . ,  

wh ich was b rough t  about  by what  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as the  " J o n e s v i1le  

I n c i d e n t " .

The meet ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o rd e r  by Mr.  Jimmie Thompson, Chairman 

o f  the  Commission Board. A f t e r  a b r i e f  welcome t o  those in a t tendance ,  

Mr. Thompson expressed h i s  d e s i r e  t h a t  each person t e s t i f y i n g  d u r in g  

t h i s  hea r in g  be sure o f  what  they  s a i d , know the  f a c t s ,  no t  t o  say 

someone t o l d  me, and " t h e y  had b e t t e r  t e l l  the  t r u t h " .  Mr.  Thompson 

made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  each person t e s t i f y i n g  would be under oath  and they 

were to  speak o f  t h e i r  own f r e e  w i l l  -  i f  they  d e s i re d  not  to  answer a 

q u e s t i o n ,  they  had t h a t  p r i v i l e g e .

R e p res e n ta t i v e  David I .  P a t to n ,  o f  j o n e s v i l i e ,  was f i r s t  speaker.

He s ta te d  t h a t  he was a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  a loss  as t o  why t h i s  meet ing  

was be ing he ld  in  Rapides P a r i s h ,  b u t  in  answer t o  a te legram he rece ived  

f rom Mr. Thompson, we are  here to  g iv e  our  s id e  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

f rom Catahoula P a r i s h  and to  l i s t e n  to  your s id e .

Mr. Thompson s a id  he had t r i e d  t o  c o n ta c t  Mr.  K y le ,  bu t  had been 

unab le  to  do so -  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  he was o u t  o f  S ta te .  He then asked 

Mr. Char les  (Chuck) Buckley  who was p re s en t  r e p r e s e n t in g  Senator  

George Ray Lee,  to  speak.

Mr. Buck ley :  "Would l i k e  t o  make a b r i e f  s ta tement  f i r s t  conce rn ing

why Senator  Lee though t  we shou ld  have a mee t ing  on t h i s  " J o n e s v i l i e  

I n c i d e n t "  and p o s s i b l y  why i t  was he ld  in Rapides P a r i s h .  In the  f i r s t



p la c e ,  the L a r t o - S a l i n e  area a f f e c t s  f i v e  p a r i s h e s ,  and we a l l  have 

an i n t e r e s t  in  the  la k e .  We are  i n t e r e s t e d  in  problems in  a l l  p a r t s  

o f  L o u is ia n a .  We do t h i n k  i f  t h e re  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r  bad law enforcement 

s i t u a t i o n  anywhere i n  the  s t a t e ,  i t  i s  our  immediate i n t e r e s t .  We have 

one s e t  o f  laws and as long as t h a t  is  the  law, we expec t  everyone to  

observe  these  laws.

The immediate q u e s t io n  i s  whe the r  o r  no t  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

J o n e s v i l l e  hea r in g  the  agents were in f a c t  repr imanded and the f i shermen  

were compl imented.

I have a s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s :  (1) Was the  r a i d  c a r r i e d  on in  a le ga l

way? ( 2) i f  they  d isco ve re d  any i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

were t a k i n g  p lace  in  the  L a r t o - S a l i n e  a rea,  and (3) Whether o r  no t  the 

agents were in  f a c t  repr imanded as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r a id ?  Would l i k e  

f o r  Coburn Hood t o  answer these q u e s t i o n s . 11

Sid Campbell came in  and was welcomed by Mr.  Thompson.

Coburn Hood and Rep. P a t ton  were sworn in  by Mr.  Thompson.

Buckley:  " I s  i t  w i t h i n  Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  lead 

a team o f  game agents i n t o  Catahou la  P a r i s h  t o  seek v i o l a t i o n  o f  

game laws?"

Coburn Hood: " I t  i s . "

Buckley:  " I s  Capta in  G i l l e s p i e  r e q u i r e d  to  n o t i f y  a l l  p a r i s h

agents i f  he i s  w o rk ing  in  t h a t  p a r i s h ? "

Coburn Hood: "Not  n e c e s s a r i l y . "

Buckley:  "Under what  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  he r e q u i r e d  t o  do t h a t ,  i f  e ve r? "

Coburn Hood: "N o th in g  t h a t  I know in  the  r u le s  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  him t o . "

Buckley:  " E x a c t l y  what  ev idence  o f  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y  was d iscovered

in  t h i s  r a i d ? "
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Mr. Hood: " I  would l i k e  f o r  Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  t o  answer t h a t . ' '

Buck ley:  "1 f i r s t  wanted t o  say i f  t h e r e  i s  any (1) i l l e g a l  

a c t i v i t y  (2) how cases were p rosecu ted  and f i n a l l y  (3) what  was the  

r e s u l t s ?

Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  was sworn in  by Mr.  Thompson.

Buck ley :  ( r e s t a t i n g  h i s  q u e s t io n )  "What ev idence  o f  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y  

was d iscovered  i n  t h i s  r a i d  -  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h r e e  i tems (1) un l i censed  

ne ts  (2) i l l e g a l  s i z e  mesh (3) i l l e g a l  t a k i n g  o r  possess ion  o f  game 

f i s h .  What ev idence  d i d  you d i s c o v e r  t h a t  any o f  these t h in g s  were 

o c c u r r i n g ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Wel l  a l l  ne ts  t h a t  we c o n f i s c a t e d  were u n l i censed

and un tagged. "

Buck ley :  "How many nets  was t h a t ,  you remember, C ap ta in? "

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  am t a l k i n g  about  g i l l  webbing .  "Approx imate ly

8,000 yards -  44 hoop ne ts  -  re tu rn e d  23 o f  them to  the  peop le  who 

showed r e c e ip t s  a t  the  l a n d in g .  We have 10 i l l e g a l  hoop n e t s . By 

i l l e g a l ,  1 mean u n d e r s i z e . "

Buck ley:  "  Were th e re  any i l l e g a l  game f i s h  c o n f i s c a t e d  in  t h i s

r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Yes,  f rom two l i v e  bags ; we a lso  re le ased  game f i s h

o u t  o f  the i l l e g a l  hoop n e t s . "

Buckley:  "As Cap ta in  in charge o f  t h i s  r a i d ,  would you de te rm ine

the  r a id  as a su ccess fu l  r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Yes"

Rep. P a t to n :  "Mr. G i l l e s p i e ,  d id  you p e r s o n a l l y  see game f i s h

in  these l i v e  bags? Did you p e r s o n a l l y  t u r n  them loose  o r  d id  someone 

e l s e  re lease  them? Who saw the  f i s h  bes ides  yo u , in  the  l i v e  bags?"
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Thompson in t r o d u c e s  Senator  G i l b e r t

a l s o  th r e e  s p o r ts  f i she rm en  were t h e r e  ( two f rom Minden -  one f rom 

Shrevepor t )  and 1 have l e t t e r s  o r  s ta tements  f rom them say ing  they  

saw them. A ls o ,  one l i v e  bag o f  f i s h  was tu rned  over  to  an o rphan 's  

home in Monroe, wh ich 1 have a r e c e i p t  f o r . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "How many pounds were in  t h i s  bag t h a t  you took  to

Monroe and tu rned  over  to  the  orphanage?"

G i l l e s p i e :  "A p p ro x im a te ly  150 l b s . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "What happened to  the  o t h e r  l i v e  bags,  the  1000 lb s .

I ' v e  been read ing  about  in  the  newspaper?"

G i l l e s p i e :  "The o th e r  game f i s h  was re le ased  f rom the  nets  by

f o u r  agents -  f rom the  hoop ne ts  w i t h  leads on the m . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "Were these hoop ne ts  i l l e g a l ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Some were i l l e g a l  and a l l  were i l l e g a l  in  the  sense

t h a t  they  were no t  t a g g e d . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "Do you have ev idence  t h a t  these peop le  in Catahoula

P ar ish  owned these i l l e g a l  ne ts?  You know peop le  f rom a l l  over  f i s h  

h e r e . "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Yes I do,  I have f i v e  i l l e g a l  hoop ne ts  ( i l l e g a l  mesh

w i t h  I 965 tags )  wh ich I t ook  t o  the  o f f i c e  and checked ou t  and found 

who owned the  n e t s ,  o r  I found o u t  who the  tags belonged t o . "

P a t ton :  "T h is  ev idence  t h a t  has been accumulated in  the l a s t  few

days s ince  the  m ee t ing  a t  J o n e s v i 1l e  the  o th e r  day - "

G i l l e s p i e :  "  No S i r ,  the  ev idence  was th e re  t o  beg in  w i t h . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "Was charges f i l e d  a g a in s t  these peop le  who had

i 1 le ga l  n e ts ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "M ost o f  the  agents saw them -  n o t a l l  o f  them -
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P a t to n :  “ No charges have been f i l e d  -  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  l a s t

Tuesday,  we d i d n ' t  know a n y th in g  about  charges f i l e d  a g a in s t  any o f  

t h e s e . "

Buck ley:  “ One o f  the  objec t i .ve 's  found o r  i n d i c a t e d  t o  be found

in  t h i s  J o n e s v i l t e  meet ing  Tuesday was t h a t  none o f  the  game agents 

who were i n v o lv e d  in  t h i s  r a i d  were a l lowed  t o  g iv e  tes t im on y  o f  h i s  

ev idence  in  the  r a i d .  Was any agent  bes ides  y o u r s e l f  ques t io ned  about  

i l l e g a l  ev idence  he found c o nce rn ing  any i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were 

found d u r in g  t h i s  r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  “ The o n l y  agent  t h a t  was asked a n y th in g  e l s e  was

E m f in g e r . "

Buck ley:  “ What d id  the  q u e s t io n  t o  Emf inger conce rn? "

G i l l e s p i e :  “ He was asked q u e s t i o n  o f  conduct  d u r in g  the  r a i d . "

Buck ley:  “ What q u e s t i o n  was asked o f  you o f  what  ev idence you

found d u r in g  the  ra id ?  Were those q u e s t io n s  asked?"

G i 1le s p i e :  “ No S i r . "

Mr.  Thompson -  G iv in g  a few remarks o f  welcome aga in  a t  t h i s  t ime 

and Mr.  G i l b e r t  was sworn i n .

Buck ley:  “ Does the  L o u is ia n a  law s t a t e  t h a t  a p e r m i t  must be

a t tached  to  the  n e t? "

G i 1l e s p i e :  “ Yes"

Buck ley :  “ Does the  Commercial f i shermen  in  t h a t  area unders tand  i f

they  have purchased a p e r m i t  they  cou ld  have w r i t t e n  the  money o rd e r  

number, name, and the  da te  they  purchased i t  in  a b o t t l e  and t i e d  t h i s  

t o  t h e i r  n e ts ,  t h a t  t h e i r  ne ts  would not  have been p icke d  up. Is  t h i s  

common knowledge t o  these  f i s h e rm e n ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  “  1 w i l l  answer i t  t h i s  way. A l l  t he  agents in my

G i l l e s p i e :  “ No, n o t y e t . 11
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D i s t r i c t  have been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t e l l  any Commercial f i sherman  when he 

a p p l i e s  f o r  h i s  l i c e n s e s  i f  he w i l l  p la c e  h i s  name, type  l i c e n s e s  

a p p l i e d  f o r  e t c .  in  a b o t t l e  and t i e  i t  t o  h i s  n e t ,  we w i l l  

recogn iz e  i t  u n t i l  he gets  h i s  tag s .

Buck ley:  "C oncern ing  these l i c e n s e s  -  we have no q u a r re l  w i t h

these f i shermen  -  our  f i g h t  i s  no t  w i t h  them. Mr.  G i l l e s p i e ,  how 

many o f  these f i she rm en  had money o rd e r  r e c e i p t s  showing t h a t  they  had 

o rdered  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  t h a t  was dated on the  day o f  the  r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "1 o n l y  saw two money o rd e r  r e c e i p t s  and they were

produced on the  day o f  the  r a i d .  Mr.  W i ley  and Mr.  Devi l i e  showed 

me r e c e ip t s  showing they  had o rde red  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  f o r  $10 .00 .  We 

re tu rne d  t h e i r  hoop ne ts  a t  t h a t  t i m e . "

Buck ley :  "The f o l l o w i n g  Tuesday,  the  day o f  the  meet ing  over

t h e r e ,  how many r e c e i p t s  d id  you see a t  t h a t  t im e  t h a t  were dated the 

day o f  the r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  h a v e n ' t  seen a r e c e i p t  -  no t  y e t . "

Buck ley:  " W i l l  ask Coburn Hood about  i t  l a t e r ,  l t h i n k  maybe

he has some r e c e i p t s .  On these ne ts  t h a t  were p icked  up, were th e re  

any o f  your  men t h a t  had been p a t r o l l i n g  in  the  area t h a t  knew the 

nets  were th e re  and passed them d a i l y  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  r a i d  on Sa tu rday?"

G i l l e s p i e :  "Yes S i r ,  1 had i n s t r u c t e d  one agent  t o  keep me posted  

on the  a c t i v i t i e s  about  the  n e t s . "

Buck ley:  "On these  nets  t h a t  are  i l l e g a l  n e t s ,  i t  is  my unde rs tand ing

t h a t  peop le  t h a t  were ra is e d  up in t h i s  area w i t h  these Commercial 

f i sh e rm e n ,  can i d e n t i f y  ne t  by knots  in  the  n e t ,  Is i t  p o s s i b l e  

f o r  an agent  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  these ne ts  to  know an i l l e g a l  ne t  even i f
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i t  wasn1t  tagged?"

Buck ley:  " I n  t h i s  r a i d  were you asked o f  any m is conduc t? "

G i l l e s p i e :  " N o . "

Buck ley:  "Can you t h i n k  o f  any reason as a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  r a i d

t h a t  you shou ld  be o rde red  t o  s ta y  o u t  o f  Ca tahoula  P a r i s h ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  " N o . "

Buck ley:  " I  unders tand  t h a t  Senator  G i l b e r t  and Rep. Pa t ton

ordered  you not  t o  come back t o  Catahoula  P a r i s h .  Befo re  we have him 

s i t  down, do e i t h e r  o f  you care  to  ask Mr. G i l l e s p i e  any q u e s t i o n s ? "

Mr.  Thompson: "Would l i k e  to  make r u l i n g ,  i f  I have the  a u t h o r i t y ,

t h a t  the  Commission i s  no t  f o r c i n g  anyone to  say a n y th in g  and t h a t  a l l  

s ta tements  w i l l  be v o l u n t a r y .  T h is  t h i n g  c ou ld  be tu rned  around -  

we are not  a Judge o r  a J u r y . "

Mr. Thompson s t re s s ed  severa l  t imes t h a t  C ap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  and the  

o th e r  agents were no t  on t r i a l , and warned them t h a t  a n y th in g  they sa id  

c ou ld  be he ld  a g a in s t  them in  l a t e r  c o u r t  p ro cee d ing s ,  i f  t h e re  shou ld 

be any. Here he asked Mr. Gibson f o r  h i s  o p i n i o n  conce rn in g  t h i s .

Mr. Gibson: " I t  looks  l i k e  a t r i a l  t o  me. You are swear ing these

peop le  in  and you a re  not  u s ing  any r u le s  o f  ev idence .  He is  t e s t i f y i n g  to  

hea r -say  ev idence  and e v e r y th i n g  e l s e ;  he cou ld  be p rosecu ted  f o r  any 

sta tement  he made in  he re .  Now when he i s  sworn i n ,  un less  the  ru le s  

o f  ev idence  are  used, i t  can not  be u s e d . "

Here aga in  Mr. Thompson warned "e v e ry  man had b e t t e r  be t e l l i n g  the 

t r u t h .  T h is  i s  no t  a c o u r t  o f  law,  bu t  I want  everyone t o  be warned 

t h a t  t h i s  can be used a g a in s t  you.  Each person w i l l  be making s ta tements

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  d o n ' t  know. 11
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a t  h i s  own f r e e  w i l l .  I f  you do no t  w ish  t o  answer, say s o . "

Rep. P a t ton  s t i l l  says " I  am c o m p le te ly  a t  a loss  as t o  why we are 

he re .  I f  i t  i s  j u s t  g o s s ip ,  what  are we do ing  h e re? "

Mr. Thompson says " t h i s  i s  a meet ing  o f  f a c t s ,  1 w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  

swear peop le  in  and i f  you have something you do n o t  want t o  answer,  

you do not  have t o  answer.  I f  t he  Commission w i l l  a l l o w  me, 1 w i l l  c o n t i n u e " ,  

The Commission gave him the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e .

Rep. P a t to n :  " I n  o t h e r  words i f  something is  bad, they  do not

have t o  answer. Where are we go ing  and what  are  we go ing  t o  accom p l i sh? "

Mr. Thompson: "Gentlemen, i f  you re fu s e  t o  t e s t i f y ,  we have t o  make

our  r u l i n g  and we w i l l  have t o  run our  Commission on the  i n f o r m a t i o n  

we h a v e . "

Senator  G i l b e r t  made a po lo g ies  f o r  be ing l a t e .  Said he would l i k e  

t o  ask Mr. Buckley  s in c e  he s a id  they  had no q u a r r e l  w i t h  these f i shermen  

who i s  the  q u a r re l  w i t h ? "

Mr. Buck ley :  "One main f a c t o r  was t o  f i n d  o u t  why they  wanted

to  bar  G i l l e s p i e  f rom r e t u r n i n g  t o  Catahoula  P a r i s h .  I f  he was bar red  

f o r  some s p e c i f i c  reason,  no charges have been made a g a in s t  G i l l e s p i e  

by these peop le  t h a t  do not  want  him t h e r e .  I f  these  gentlemen re q ue s t in g  

he not  be a l lowed  in  the  p a r i s h  have a n y th in g  s p e c i f i c  a g a in s t  h im, b r i n g  

i t  up a g a in s t  h im. I f  he s h o u l d n ' t  be in t h a t  p a r i s h  -  he s h o u l d n ' t  be 

in  any p a r i s h . "

Mr.  Thompson s ta te d  here t h a t  they  were here t o  f i n d  o f f i c i a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i f  they  have any.

Rep. P a t ton  asked i f  s i m i l i a r  types o f  r a id s  had been he ld  in t h i s  

area p r e v io u s l y ?

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  conducted one in  1964 -  D i r e c t o r  H a i r  asked to
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answer and was sworn in  by Mr.  Thompson.

Mr.  H a i r :  “ Mr.  Buck ley ,  the  p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  Commission f o r  the

18 months I have been w i t h  i t ,  we do not  have to  n o t i f y  anyone. Everyone 

o f  these  agents here  work  f o r  the  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a  and do no t  have to  

r e p o r t  to  anyone. The most su ccess fu l  r a id s  a re  p u l l e d  by us in g  o u t s i d e  

peop le ,  an8 we have found t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e  in  a l l  1 aw en fo rcement ,  t h a t  i t  

i s  e a s i e r  f o r  an o u t s i d e r  t o  come i n t o  a p a r i s h ,  take  ev idence g iven  t o  him, 

and spot  these i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  He does no t  have f r i e n d s  t o  c o ns ide r  

and i t  makes i t  a l o t  e a s i e r .  Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  has worked w i t h  us on 

r a i d s ;  we have used peop le  a l l  ove r  t h i s  s t a t e .  Gent lemen, t h i s  p o l i c y  

has no t  been changed and w i l l  no t  be changed as long as 1 am D i r e c t o r .

I f  i t  meets w i t h  Commission a p p ro v a l ,  we w i l l  go i n t o  any p a r i s h  a t  any 

t im e  t h a t  we f e e l  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y .11

Rep. Pa t ton :  “ I would l i k e  to  say a few remarks in  re fe ren ce  to

Mr.  H a i r .  I t  seems t h a t  Mr. H a i r ,  maybe f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons,  is 

t a l k i n g  ou t  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  s id e  o f  h i s  mouth today than he was over  

th e re  Tuesday. I was no t  the  man t h a t  sa id  G i l l e s p i e  was bar red  f rom 

Catahoula P a r i s h ,  bu t  Mr.  H a i r  who s a id  t h a t .  I f  he i s  p ropos ing  now 

t o  take  ove r  as head o f  the  W i l d l i f e  5- F i s h e r i e s  peop le  and invade,  r a i d ,  and 

t e a r  up equipment wh ich  was l i c e n s e s  a p p l ie d  f o r ,  i g n o r i n g  our  honorab le  law 

enforcement in  our  p a r i s h ,  then c e r t a i n l y  I w i l l  oppose t h i s  type  o f  

o p e r a t i o n .  I wonder Mr.  H a i r ,  i f  we are go ing  t o  m a in ta in  such as our  

n a t i o n  has occup ied  in  Germany and France? Is t h a t  where we a re  heading 

today?"

Mr. H a i r :  “ When these peop le  came in  and made a c c u s a t io n ,

Capt .  G i l l e s p i e  and Emfinger were c a l l e d  i n .  They den ied those .  I t o l d  

you i f  any charge can be made a g a in s t  any o f  these  agen ts ,  then I w i l l  

i n v e s t i g a t e  these  charges .  I f  t h e r e  a re  charges proved t o  be t r u e ,  

then  the necessary  steps w i l l  be taken .  As t o  the  o t h e r  s id e  o f  my
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mouth,  l t o l d  you c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  Mr.  P a t to n ,  t h a t  our  agents on t h i s  

r a i d  in J o n e s v i l l e  d id  no t  do a n y th in g  i l l e g a l ,  and t h a t  you were 

no t  going t o  demand o f  me, nor  the  p o l i c e  j u r y ,  t h a t  we would have 

t o  submit  a p lan  o f  our  o p e r a t i o n s  b e fo re  we would come i n t o  the  

p a r i s h .  Senator  G i l b e r t ,  d i d  I no t  t e l l  you t h a t ,  t h a t  I cou ld  not  

ab ide  by the  P o l i c e  J u ry  made; t h a t  I would no t  have t o  c o n ta c t  the  

l o c a l  agents b e fo re  I sent  o t h e r  agents i n ? "

Senator  G i l b e r t :  " I n  my though ts  o f  what  took  p la c e ,  I am go ing

t o  say r i g h t  now, t h a t  you t o l d  me t h a t  you would keep Capta in  G i l l e s p i e  

ou t  o f  Catahoula P a r i s h . "

Mr.  H a i r :  "Tha t  was no t  the  q u e s t i o n .  The s ta tement  t h a t  he made

and I w i l l  make aga in  -  the  o n l y  p o i n t  in  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  I made the 

statement t h a t  I would have t o  send o u t s i d e  game wardens i n t o  Catahoula 

P a r ish  o r  any o t h e r  p a r i s h  in  the  s t a t e  i f  I f e l t  i t  was n e c e s s a ry . "

Senator  G i l b e r t :  "1 agree w i t h  t h a t  stafement, t h a t  you d i d  make

t h a t . "

Mr. H a i r :  "We o p e ra te ,  we have ope ra ted ,  we w i l l  c o n t in u e  to

o p e ra te ,  the re  has been no change in the  p o l i c y ,  t h a t  a t  any t ime 

w i t h o u t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  anybody in  the  p a r i s h ,  p o s s i b l y  no t  even 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the  D i s t r i c t  C a p ta in ,  we w i l l  go i n t o  any area 

t h a t  we f e e l  we are  j u s t i f i e d  t o  go i n t o  w i t h o u t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  anybody 

we are  not  r e q u i r e d  t o  do t h i s  - "

A t  t h i s  t im e  Mr.  Thompson i n t e r r u p t e d  w i t h  e x p la n a t i o n  o f  the 

v a r i o u s  r a t i n g s  -  Agents 1 ' s ,  2 ' s ,  3 ' s  and 4 ' s .

Mr. H a i r :  " I  do no t  r e q u i r e  a l o t  o f  these  r a i d s ;  1 do not

r e q u i r e  Coburn Hood t o  come t o  me on any o f  these t h i n g s  as long as
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Coburn understands and he wants t o  p u l l  a r a i d  somewhere and he has 

evidence and he i s  r i g h t ,  then t h e r e  a re  no requ irem ents  t h a t  he 

n o t i f y  even me o r  anyone e l s e  i f  once i t  i s  done he can stand up 

and j u s t i f y  h i s  a c t i o n .

Rep. P a t to n :  "Have you had a number o f  co m p la in ts  in  t h i s  area o f

the  t a k i n g  o f  game f i s h  -  in  t h i s  L a r t o - S a l i n e  a rea?"

G i 1le s p i e :  " Y e s . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "Where f rom ?"

G i l l e s p i e :  "Throughout  the  S ta te  -  A le x a n d r i a ,  S hrevepor t ,  Minden - "

Mr.  Thompson a l s o  chimed in  w i t h  the  f a c t  t h a t  he too  had had 

peop le  c a l l  him f rom Mr.  P a t t o n ' s  home town t e l l i n g  him when o r  where 

a f i s h  t r u c k  was le a v in g  f rom and t e l l i n g  him they  had the  knowledge 

o f  in  the  pas t  where f i s h  had l e f t ,  e t c , . I am m ere ly  b r i n g i n g  ou t  

the  f a c t  t h a t  we have had c a l l s  f rom a l l  over  the  s t a t e  r e p o r t i n g  

such v i o l a t i o n s ,  s a id  Mr.  Thompson.

Mr. H a i r :  " I  would l i k e  t o  have you make your  s ta tement  in  general  -

do not  name s p e c i f i c  peop le  i f  we can he lp  i t .  I do no t  t h i n k  we would 

have to  name i n d i v i d u a l  peop le  who makes the  c o m p la in t  t o  y o u . "

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  1 earned a long  t ime ago no t  t o  g i v e  my source o f

i n f o r m a t i o n  when I f i n d  o u t  a n y t h i n g . "

Rep. P a t ton  s t a te d  here t h a t  they  had never stood f o r  o r  upheld 

any game f i s h  v i o l a t i o n s  and t h a t  they  never would condone such o p e r a t i o n s .

Mr. Buck ley :  "Would l i k e  t o  commend the  D i r e c t o r  f o r  sending agents

i n t o  areas where th e re  were c o m p la in t s .  Mr.  G i l l e s p i e ,  was a r a id  

conducted in t h i s  same area l a s t  Summer?"

G i 1le s p i e :  " Y e s . "
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}

Mr. Buck ley :  "Were the  r e s i d e n t  agents n o t i f i e d  o f  t h a t  r a i d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  " l  cannot  t e l l  you about  t h i s .  I was n o t  in  on i t . "

Mr.  Buck ley :  "When nets were o rdered  t o  be g iven  back t o  the

f ish e rm e n ,  who rece ived  the  o r d e r ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "Mr .  Hood and m y s e l f . "

Mr.  Buck ley :  "When o rd e r  was g i v e n ,  do you remember how i t  was

s ta t e d ? "

G i l l e s p i e :  "M r.  H a i r  asked me how long i t  would take  me to  get

the  nets t o g e th e r  and get  them back to  the f i sh e rm e n .  I t o l d  him 

a pp ro x im a te ly  two h o u rs . He t o l d  me to  go ahead and get  personnel  

and v e h i c l e s  and g e t  them back.  I asked where t o ,  and Mr.  Pat ton  

s a id  t o  L a r t o  L a k e . "

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  Mr. Thompson recogn ized  Mr.  A. J .  Bouquet .

Mr. A. J .  Bouquet :  " I t  s t r i k e s  me as though ,  i f  we c o n t in u e  he re ,

we may have Mr.  G i l l e s p i e  on t r i a l ,  and t h a t ,  I p e r s o n a l l y  r e s e n t .

A t  t h i s  s tage o f  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  1 b e l i e v e  i t  would be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  

t h i s  Commission and I so move t h a t  we d ism iss  the  h ea r in g  to  t h i s  

s t a t e  and commend and compl iment  the  enforcement  D i v i s i o n  f o r  hav ing  

done the j o b  they have been proposed to  do. I t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  has j u s t  ceased as f a r  as I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  

concerned,  and as f a r  as t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r a i d  i s  concerned and I 

a lso  t h i n k  the  q u e s t io n  has been ra is e d  t h a t  whether Capta in  G i l l e s p i e  

has been o rdered  o u t  o f  a d i s t r i c t  t h a t  has been ass igned t o  h im, l 

a l s o  move t h a t  t h a t  o rd e r  be resc in ded  and would l i k e  to  put  t h a t  

in  the  form o f  a m o t ion  and t h a t  the  enforcement  d id  per fo rm  t h e i r  

d u ty  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  and we a re  t o  commend them ."

Both r e s o l u t i o n s  passed unan imous ly .
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C h a r l i e  Hickman came fo rw a rd  I n s i s t i n g  t h a t  the  h e a r in g  c o n t in u e  

so t h a t  a l l  peop le  i n t e r e s t e d  enough t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  mee t ing  m igh t  

f i n d  ou t  what  went  on in the  " J o n e s v i 1le  I n c i d e n t . "

Mr.  Bouquet repea ted h i s  mo t ion  and made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he wanted 

them to  proceed w i t h  the  m e e t ing ,  t h a t  t h i s  was no t  a p a r t  o f  h i s  

m o t ion .

Rep. P a t to n :  "Who i s  making m o t ion  and who i s  do ing  re s c in d in g ?

Is t h i s  the  Commission j u d g i n g  on f a c t s  here  t h i s  morn ing?"

Mr.  Bouquet : "Mr.  P a t to n ,  the  d u t i e s  o f  t h i s  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s

Commission and personnel  are  such t h a t  each i n d i v i d u a l  has a du ty  to  

pe r fo rm ;  we are  t o  commend them f o r  t h e i r  d u t i e s  f o r  wh ich  they were 

asked to  do. (He repeated h i s  m o t ion  aga in )  I had b e t t e r  e x p l a i n  t h a t  

these  wardens have a j o b  to  do,  t h a t  they  are o rdered  to  so, they  in 

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea ,  they  made a r r e s t s ,  per fo rmed t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  then 

i t  becomes a p a r t  o f  the  c o u r t .  In o t h e r  wo rds , i t  i s  up t o  the 

c o u r t s  t o  dec ide  who i s  r i g h t  and who i s  wrong -  no t  the  Commission.

That  was my i n t e n t  in  t h a t  m o t i o n . "

Mr. Jones t o  Rep. P a t to n :  "My comment i s ,  a f t e r  we voted  on

t h i s  m o t ion ,  my though t  i s  t h a t  anyone,  any c i t i z e n ,  who has an 

a l l e g a t i o n  o f  m isconduc t  re g a rd in g  an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  we cou ld  have 

the  a l l e g a t i o n  conducted by a h ea r in g  a c c o rd in g  t o  C i v i l  Se rv ice  

laws and i t  i s  no t  my i n t e n t  on t h i s  mo t ion  t o  say to  you t h a t  we 

approve o r  d is a p p ro v e .  I f  t h e re  i s  m isconduc t ,  you can make your 

a l l e g a t i o n  so t h a t  your h e a r in g  can be he ld  a cco rd in g  t o  S ta te  C i v i l  

S e rv ice  l a w . "

Rep. Pa t ton :  " I f  t h e r e  i s  m isconduc t ,  I would t h i n k  t h i s

Commission would c e r t a i n l y  l i s t e n  t o  two s ides  o f  t h i s  t h i n g  be fo re
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they  r a i l r o a d  t h i s  t h i n g  on across  s in c e  i t  is  in  Rapides P a r i s h ,  

and these peop le  were not  i n v i t e d  to  t e l l  t h e i r  s id e  o f  i t .  What 

i s  the  purpose o f  the  h e a r in g ? "

Mr.  H a i r :  "Rep. P a t t o n ,  I do no t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  mot ion  was 

a n y th in g  t h a t  has no t  a l r e a d y  been s t a t e d .  I do no t  t h i n k  in  any 

a c t i o n ,  as f a r  as the  r a i d  was concerned , t h a t  my peop le  d i d  a n y th in g  

i l l e g a l ,  bu t  i f  anyone has any charges a g a in s t  any agen t ,  we have 

not  c losed  doors on t h a t .  Up t o  t h i s  t im e  on t h i s  m o t io n ,  we are to  

commend them on a j o b  w e l l  done, no t  c lo s e  door on conduc t ;  t h i s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  open. We w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  a n y th in g  as f a r  as 

s p e c i f i c  charges t h a t  anyone wants t o  b r i n g  up on any a g e n t . "

Mr. Thompson comments t h a t  any and a l l  ev idence  be con t inued  

on J o n e s v i1le  I n c i d e n t  o n l y .

Rep. P a t ton :  "Mr.  H a i r  says we a re  go ing  i n t o  the  lega l  s t a t u s

and use lega l  charges made over  t h e r e  in s tea d  o f  rumors.  Why are 

we not  t a l k i n g  about  them in s tea d  o f  rummers?"

(Something was s a id  here  t h a t  I cou ld  no t  hear)

Senator  G i l b e r t :  "C ap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  s t a te d  Mr. H a i r  t o l d  him

to  r e t u r n  the  ne ts  o f  those peop le  who showed money o rd e r  r e c e i p t s . "

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  was t o l d  t o  r e t u r n  the  n e t s , which I d i d .  I d id

not  see any money o rd e r  r e c e i p t s  and I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  seen a n y . "

Mr. Hood back up -  P a t ton  asked f o r  photographs (Mr. Hood 

says he has them.)

Mr.  Buckley  to  Mr.  H a i r :  "Where d id  he ( G i l l e s p i e )  ge t  a u t h o r i t y

to  re le ase  the  nets  o r  why d id  he r e t u r n  them to  these f i sh e rm e n? "

Mr. H a i r :  " A f t e r  q u i t e  a long d i s c u s s io n  on these charges t h a t

had been made and the  demand t h a t  the  ne ts  be re tu rn e d  -  my answer 

on r e t u r n i n g  these  n e t s , as f a r  as any charges were concerned,  once
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they  went  o u t  o f  the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the  W i l d l i f e  & F i s h e r i e s ,  we have 

no f u r t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  on these cases.  I t  came up,  w e l l  how about  

the  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y .  I never t e l l  the  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  what  to  

do w i t h  h i s  charges .  I t a l k e d  w i t h  the  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  and he 

t o l d  me -  "Mr.  H a i r ,  1 am go ing  to  back up the  game wardens . I t o l d  

him I am not  ask ing  you t o  do away w i t h  any charges,  I have not  

requested anyone t o  do away w i t h  any c h a rge s . A f t e r  t h a t  someone 

sa id  i t  would take  the  Judge 's  o r d e r .  He was co n ta c ted  by phone ( S h e r i f f  

McGuffy go t  him on the  pho n e ) , he tu rned  to  me and s a id ,  Mr. H a i r ,  w i l l  

you t a l k  t o  the  Judge? These gent lemen here (P a t to n  & G i l b e r t )  sa id  

these  p i o p l e  have r e c e i p t s  showing they  have a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s .  

The Judge s a id ,  Mr. H a i r ,  any o f  the  people t h a t  have r e c e i p t s  showing 

they  have made a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  the  W i l d l i f e  & F i s h e r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  tags ,  

you r e t u r n  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s .  As f a r  as I am concerned,  they  were re tu rne d  

by the  Judge on h i s  o r d e r s . "

Rep. Pa t ton :  "Do you have p i c t u r e s ?  Were they  taken on t h i s

r a i d ? "

Mr.  Hood: "Some o f  these  p i c t u r e s  were taken a f t e r  t h i s  r a i d

o f  the  f i s h  taken on t h i s  r a i d .  Th is  s e r i e s  o f  p i c t u r e s  goes f o r  

severa l  r a id s  on L a r t o . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "Would l i k e  t o  a l s o  be sure  t h a t  these p i c t u r e s

were taken a t  t h i s  r a i d  and by your  p e o p l e . "

Mr. Hood: " o n l y  a few by our  p e o p l e . "

Rep. P a t ton  co n t in u ed  to  charge t h a t  would no t  j u s t i f y  t h i s  

t ype  a c t i o n  s ince  the  o n l y  charges f i l e d  were charges re g a rd in g  lega l  

webbing t h a t  was n o t  tagged.

Senator  G i l b e r t  a f t e r  ask in g  the  q u e s t i o n  i f  any charges were 

made f o r  possess ion  o f  i l l e g a l  f i s h ,  and when Mr.  Hood answered no, 

asked what good are  these p i c t u r e s  then?
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Mr. Thompson: "The q u e s t io n  o f  i l l e g a l  f i s h  -  w i l l  make t h i  s

s ta tem en t .  I t  had been den ied t h a t  any game f i s h  had been i n v o l v e d .

1 t h i n k  1 am c o r r e c t  in  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was Rep. P a t ton  who c a l l e d  

the  r a d io  s t a t i o n  as w e l l  as the  newspaper and denied  any f i s h  were 

in v o lv e d .  (Mr.  Laborde i s  p re s e n t  end can v e r i f y  t h i s )  I t h i n k  Mr. 

Buck ley is  t r y i n g  t o  say t h a t  th e re  were f i s h  i n v o lv e d  and by the  law 

they  can be caught  in  ne ts  b u t  a re  t o  be re le ased  when the  f ishermen run 

t h e i r  n e t s . The t h i n g  i s  t h a t  game f i s h  were in  q u e s t i o n .

Rep. P a t ton :  "Those charges d id  not  have a n y th in g  to  do w i t h

i l l e g a l  possession o f  f i s h .  There were no charges in  the  charges 

we had.

Mr. Thompson: "You are  e n t i r e l y  c o r r e c t  Mr.  P a t t o n . "

Mr. Buck ley :  "What we are  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i s  r e a l i s t i c a l l y

you c a n ' t  go in  and s take  o u t  a ne t  w i t h  a r a i d i n g  team. A l l  you 

can do is  t o  p rove  t h i s  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  c o n t i n u e ! n g .  A l l  we can 

do i s  to  show v i o l a t i o n s  o f  the law. The p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  g re a t  t h a t  

game f i s h  was in v o lv e d .

Mr. Buck ley:  "The team d id  a good j o b  in  t h a t  a rea.  We have

not  had any reason as f a r  as we know t o  move Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  f rom 

t h a t  p a r i s h . "

Rep. P a t to n :  "We are j o i n i n g  w i t h  a l l  the  peop le  in p r o t e c t i n g

game f i s h ,  bu t  we d id  no t  and do no t  have any ev idence  o f  game f i s h  

v i o l a t i o n s  down t h e r e  excep t  what  two wardens sa id  t h i s  m o r n in g . "

Mr. Thompson commented t h a t  t h i s  had a l r e a d y  been s ta te d  and 

requested t h a t  i t  no t  be b rough t  up aga in .

Mr. Buck ley:  "How many l i c e n s e  were s o ld  t h a t  day? Who

has 1 icenses?"

Mr. Hood: " I  have reco rd  o f  c e r t i f i e d  copy o f  a l l  l i c e n s e s  o f
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a l l  the  peop le  in v o lv ed  in  t h i s  r a i d .  I have here c e r t i f i e d  copy o f  

a l l  the  peop le  (4 l i c e n s e s )  t h a t  I issued on Tuesday in J o n e s v i l i e ,  

a c t i n g  on o rd e rs  f rom Mr. H a i r . "

Mr. Buck ley :  "These 4 l i c e n s e s  -  were these ne ts  g iven  back and

who ordered  you t o  g i v e  than back?"

Mr.  Hood: " I  was o rde red  by the  D i r e c t o r  t o  g i v e  them back and

1 d i d . "

Mr.  H a i r :  " T h i s  same q u e s t io n  aga in -  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  the

Judge,he t o l d  me t o  r e t u r n  a l l  nets  o f  l ega l  s i z e  t o  a l l  o f  the 

peop le  who he ld  r e c e i p t s  t h a t  showed they  had o rdered  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  

b e fo re  the  r a i d .  Mr.  P a t to n ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  s a id  how about  the  two o r  

t h r e e  peop le  who had no t  made a p p l i c a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  the  day o f  the 

r a id ?  1 asked the  Judge, what  i s  the  p o s i t i o n  o f  any peop le  who had 

t h e i r  nets  p icked  up on Saturday  and had no t  a t  t h a t  t ime made a p p l i c a t i o n  

t o  the  Commission f o r  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  and he repea ted :  Mr. H a i r ,  anybody

t h a t  pays f o r  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  today ,  you g iv e  them a r e c e i p t  and you 

r e t u r n  t h e i r  le ga l  n e t s . "

Buck ley:  "Who issued these l i c e n s e s ? "

Hood: "Mr. P a t t o n ' s  s e c r e ta r y  w ro te  ou t  these r e c e ip t s  and 1

signed them."

Buck ley:  "What about  the  600 f t .  on h e re? "

Hood: "T ha t  600 yards  shou ld  have been f e e t .  That  n o t a t i o n  is

made a t  the  bot tom o f  t h a t  l i c e n s e  and w i l l  be issued f o r  600 f e e t . "

P a t to n :  "How much d id  you take  in  t h a t  day?"

Hood: "My memory i s  something l i k e  $ 5 0 . 0 0 . "

Pa t ton :  "How many f e e t  o f  webbing?"

Hood: "8000 f t .  amount ing to  $400.00 o f  l i c e n s e s  -  I have here

the  complete  c e r t i f i e d  cop ies  o f  a l l  l i c e n s e s  o rdered  by the  peop le
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i n v o lv ed  in  t h i s  t h i n g . "

Mr.  Thompson: "Had a phone c a l l  f rom Mr. Gibson,  D i s t r i c t

A t t o r n e y  f rom J o n e s v i l l e ,  ye s te rd a y  -  sa id  he would l i k e  to  make 

t h i s  meet ing  i f  he c o u ld .  Is  he he re? "

Rep. Pa t ton :  "S ince  Judge Megee has been mentioned so much today ,

was Judge Megee i n v i t e d  to  t h i s  m e e t ing ? "

Mr. Thompson: "Not  to  my know ledge . "

Mr. B i l l  Day: " I s  i t  p ro p e r  t o  go t o  the  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y

and then t o  the Judge?" (More 1 co u ld  no t  hear)

Mr.  Hood: "When we make those charges we go down t o  the  S h e r i f f ' s

O f f i c e  and make o u t  our  charges ,  t u r n  them over  t o  the  S h e r i f f ,  the  

S h e r i f f  g ives  them to  the  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  and the  D i s t r i c t  

A t t o r n e y  n o t i f i e s  the  peop le  o f  the  charges .  Of course ,  t h e re  are 

cases t h a t  are  t a l k e d  over  w i t h  the  Judge. As f a r  as I know, these 

charges were f i l e d  in  the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  and were in  the  hands o f  

the  S h e r i f f .

Deputy W.A. Book: "These charges were p la ced  on my desk e a r l y

Monday morn ing.  These a f f i d a v i t s  were s igned  by Mr.  Ed. C h e v a l i e r .

I do not  see Mr. Ed C h e v a l i e r  here  who s igned  these a f f i d a v i t s . "

Mr. Buck ley :  "R epea t ing  l i c e n s e s  here aga in  t r y i n g  t o  assure

peop le  t h a t  these  men were do ing t h e i r  j o b .  A number o f  these l i c e n s e s  

were purchased on the  day o f  the  r a i d ,  some month and h a l f  a f t e r  t h e i r  

l i c e n s e s  were due, b e fo re  they  made t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  1 do t h i n k  

t h a t  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  agent  shou ld  g i v e  c lo s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  date 

the  a p p l i c a t i o n  was made."

James D. Letherman: "When a charge has been made, can t h a t

man c o n t in u e  to  l e g a l l y  f i s h  b e fo re  h i s  charges has been taken to  

t h e  c o u r t ? "

Mr. Hood: "Yes"
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(Something asked here t h a t  I c ou ld  not  h e a r . )

Mr.  Hood: "Tha t  i s  t r u e .  I f  I may take  t h i s  l i b e r t y ,  as the 

D i r e c t o r  t o l d  you b e fo re  t h a t  I c a l l e d  and p u t  men on Fa lse  R ive r  

and noone knew they  were t h e r e ;  I p u t  them on Fa lse R iv e r  t o  p i c k  

up nets  and they  d i d  j u s t  t h a t .  We have no way o f  knowing unless  

the  nets  are tagged .  T h is  i s  no t  uncommon. May 1 say t o  the 

f i shermen  a l l  ove r  t h i s  s t a t e ,  we have loads o f  Commercial f i she rm en ,  

and we as agents w i l l  he lp  these f i shermen  in  any way we can t o  he lp  

them f i s h  1 egal l y . 11

Rep. P a t to n :  "One t h i n g  t h a t  c o m p l ica te d  t h i n g s ,  I am t o l d  by

the  wardens t h a t  they  had been a l low ed  a 90 day grace p e r i o d  t o  get  

t h e i r  l i c e n s e s .  Is  t h i s  t r u e ?  Of course  t h a t  i s  no t  the  law, but  

a few minu tes  ago Mr.  G i l l e s p i e  s t a te d  i f  they  take  a r e c e i p t  o r  

p iece  o f  paper and t i e  i t  on a t r e e  they  would accep t  t h i s ,  and t h i s  is 

no t  the  law e i t h e r .  A c t u a l l y  we a re  under r i d i n g  a grace p e r io d .

Some o f  these l i c e n s e s  were bought  on February  16, 19, 17, 15. We 

f e l t  t h a t  these men were no t  j u s t i f i e d  in  hav ing  these charges made, 

t e a r i n g  up t h e i r  ne ts  e t c . . "

Mr. Thompson: " I t  has been my f i n d i n g  t h a t  the  year in  and

year  out  Commercial f i shermen  are as a whole a p r e t t y  n i c e  group o f  

peop le .  I t  i s  no t  the  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  Commission to  condem a t  any 

t ime the Commercial f i she rm en  who buys h i s  l i c e n s e s .  I am g i v i n g  you 

a sta tement  " I  t h i n k  the  law i s  the  law. I hope t h a t  you w i l l  go 

back and t e l l  you r  f i she rm en  t o  purchase t h e i r  l i c e n s e  a t  the p roper  

t im e  as they  shou ld .  Th is  i s  a l l  u n c a l l e d  f o r .  1 w i l l  say t h i s ,  I 

speak d i r e c t l y  t o  you Mr.  P a t to n ,  i f  t h e re  i s  any ev idence a g a in s t  

our  peop le ,  I would no t  l i k e  t o  have i t  b rough t  o u t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t
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bu t  would l i k e ,  i f  you have any,  f o r  i t  t o  be b rough t  o u t  in  w r i t i n g  -  

then we w i l l  see t h a t  he be punished o r  s e n te n c e d .11

Rep. P a t to n :  " I  am s t i l l  a t  a loss  as t o  why you c b n ' t  want  us 

t o  b r i n g  ou t  here p o i n t s  o f  these i n d i v i d u a l s ,  these f i s h e rm e n ,  t h a t  

were abused. “

Mr.  Thompson: " I f  you are p repared  and have f a c t u a l  ev idence ,

then l e t s  have i t . "

Mr. H a i r :  "Mr .  Chairman,  l e t s  lo o k  i n t o  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .

Accord ing  to  C i v i l  S e r v ic e ,  i f  we b r i n g  an agent  here  and i f  we make

a c cusa t ion  a g a in s t  him today t h e r e  would be n o th in g  t h i s  department
are

cou ld  do as f a r  as seeing  j u s t i c e  i f  these t h i n g s  b rough t  ou t  

p u b l i c a l l y .  Put these  charges i n  w r i t i n g ,  i f  t h e r e  be a n y . "

Mr.  Hood: "Gent lemen o f  the  Commission and a l l  o f  you,  I would

l i k e  to  answer two in s tances  here re g a r d in g  the  90 days grace.  Th is  

i s  no t  t r u e .  G i l l e s p i e  i s  in  charge o f  t h a t  D i s t r i c t .  The o th e r  

t h i n g ,  when t h i s  webbing was p icke d  up, the  agents decided i t  was i l l e g a l  

and f o r  t h a t  reason,  the  agents took  i t  t o  F e r r i d a y .  There i s  a law 

t h a t  g ives  the  D i r e c t o r  o r  Commission the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p i c k  t h i s  s t u f f  

up and take i t  t o  the  Commission o f f i c e .  We a re  go ing  t o  e n fo rc e  t h i s  

law w i t h o u t  f e a r  and w i t h o u t  f a v o r .  The th e o ry  o f  t h i s  Commissio n 

i s  t o  r a i s e  much game in  t h i s  s t a t e  and l e t  peop le  shoot  i t .  As to  

the  Commercial f i she rm en  hav ing  a hard t im e ,  we are  aware o f  a l l  t h e i r  

p roblems,  bu t  never the  less  the  law i s  the  law, and i t  i s  our  du ty  

t o  e n fo rce  the  law. A l l  o f  us know t h a t  tempers sometimes do f l a r e .

A t  t h i s  t im e  I want  t o  say I am proud o f  t h i s  u n i fo rm  and I commend 

these agents f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  in  t h i s  r a i d .  We are go ing  t o  g iv e  you 

the  bes t  o f  law enforcement  and I know Rep. P a t ton  i s  f o r  us too .
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We have d isagreed  on some t h i n g s ,  bu t  1 am go ing  to  f o r g e t  these  and 

I 'm  sure he w i l l  t o . 11 ( a t  t h i s  p o i n t  was stopped by Mr. Thompson 

t o  recogn iz e  Ex Commissioner John P. C ra in )

Rep. Pa t ton :  " I f  I assume t h i s  t h i n g  r i g h t  we were c a l l e d  here

to  hear the  peop le  t e l l  t h e i r  s id e  o f  t h i s  deal a t  J o n e s v f i l e .  Looks 

l i k e  we are not  go ing  t o  get  to  g i v e  our  s id e  o f  i t . "

Mr.  Thompson: "Speaking  f o r  t h i s  Commission,  we w i l l  hear your

p o s i t i o n  and you so s t a t e  i t  now."

Rep. P a t ton  requested two f i she rm en  come up (M i t c h e l  Devi l i e  and 

Leon L ap a r ie  came fo rw a rd  and were sworn in  by Mr.  Thompson) Mr.  Pa t ton  

asked t o  hear t h e i r  t e s t im o n y .

M i t c h e l  Devi l i e :  " W e l l ,  the  day o f  the  r a i d ,  1 d id  have my r e c e i p t .

1 went  to  f i n d  these game agents t o  show my r e c e i p t .  Saw f o u r  game 

agents and they  o rde red  me to  take  up my n e t s . I cou ld  no t  t a l k  t o  

him; he was mad and made a c c u s a t io n s .  (Emf inger  was the  agent)  He 

t o l d  the  boy in the  boa t  t h a t  he was go ing  t o  g i v e  me a w h ip p ing .  Upon 

showing G i l l e s p i e  r e c e i p t s ,  G i l l e s p i e  gave my nets back.  E v id e n t l y  

Emf inger  c a l l e d  me a l i a r .  He sa id  he saw me take  up one o f  the  nets 

and take a perch ou t  o f  i t .  He s a id :  "You are a god dammed l i a r "  and 

you are  go ing  t o  a p o l i g i z e  t o  me f o r  c a l l i n g  me a l i a r .  So I d id  

a p o l i g i z e  (4 agents heard t h i s )  and he o rdered  me t o  take  up nets  

and b r i n g  them in .

Mr.  L a p a r ie ,  a l re a d y  be ing  sworn in,was asked i f  t h i s  s ta tement  

was t r u e  t h a t  Mr.  Devi l i e  had made. He s ta te d  t h a t  i t  was t r u e .

L a p a r ie  was a lso  asked i f  he was t a l k e d  t o  by any o f  the  agents and 

he answered "n o " .

Mr.  Emf inger was sworn in f o r  s ta tement  and was warned t h a t  

any s ta tement  he made would be o f  h i s  own f r e e  w i l l ,  and o f  no

o r d e r  o f  the  Commission.  Emf inger w ished t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  h is

-  21 -



sta tement  and was g iven  as f o l l o w s :  (Manuel Duncan was a l s o  sworn

in  a t  t h i s  same t im e  s in c e  he was in  the  boat  w i t h  Emf inger)

Emf inger;  "These two gent lemen, Mr.  Devi l i e  and Mr.  L a p a r ie ,  

on the  date  o f  the  r a i d  on Satu rday  -  Agent  Duncan and m yse l f  were 

in  boa t  t o g e th e r  and Agent  Sasser and Agent  Green,  had j u s t  p u l l e d  

i n t o  the bank on the  south s id e  o f  S a l i n e .  I t  was d in n e r  t ime and 

we were e a t i n g .  Our boa t  was p a r t l y  concealed  in  the  bushes.  We 

saw t h i s  boa t  pass by us, they  went  up i n t o  the  bushes, ra i s e d  two 

hoop n e t s , l e f t  t h e r e  and went  back i n t o  the  Bayou. We came ou t  o f  

the bushes and f o l l o w e d  them. They d id  not  know we were f o l l o w i n g  

them. They went  t o  a l i v e  bag and r a is e d  the  l i v e  bag and were f o o l i n g  

w i t h  i t .  (we were about  300 yds .  behind  them).  They dropped the  l i v e  

bag and s t a r t e d  ou t  o f  the  Bayou. They t r i e d  t o  go by us,  bu t  saw 

Agent  Sasser and Green (who were 200 yds .  beh ind us) then they stopped.

I t  is  my b e l i e f  t h a t  they d id  no t  in tend  t o  s top u n t i l  they  saw the 

boa t  behind us .  We saw w h i t e  perch sca le s  and s l im e  and ques t ioned  

them about  i t  -  they  sa id  they  had a b u f f a l o ,  t h a t  i t  was b u f f a l o  

s c a le s .  I d e f i n i t e l y  know t h a t  i t  was w h i t e  perch sca le s  and s l im e .  He 

sa id  he had not  ra i s e d  a net  today .  1 t o l d  him I had seen him ra i s e  

a net  and he sa id  "you a re  a dam l y i n g  son o f  b i t c h . "  When he sa id  

t h i s ,  I paddled t o  h i s  b o a t ,  I caught  ho ld  o f  h i s  boa t  and t o l d  him 

I d id  not  a p p r e c ia te  be ing  c a l l e d  t h a t  and demanded an apology now, 

and he d id  a p o l i g i z e .  I have a t i c k e t  here t h a t  I made o u t  a g a in s t  

Mr.  Devi l i e  ( f i s h i n g  hoop ne ts  w i t h  leads on them ) . I made ou t  t h i s  

t i c k e t ,  c i t a t i o n  and I charged him w i t h  t a k i n g  game f i s h  i l l e g a l l y ,  

f i s h i n g  hoop ne ts  i l l e g a l l y  in  S a l i n e  Bayou. I t o l d  him t o  take 

h i s  nets  up. He d id  not  have the  nets t a g g ed . Agent  Sasser and Green
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was asked to  lo o k  a t  the  l i v e  bag.  Agent  Duncan and m y s e l f  and Devi l i e  

and Lap a r ie  went  back to  h i s  n e ts ,  r a i s e d  them and w h i l e  we were 

do ing  t h i s  the  o th e r  agents r a is e d  the  l i v e  bags and they  had a p p ro x im a te ly  

150 l b s .  o f  game f i s h  in  them, bass and w h i t e  perch .

Mr.  Thompson s t a t e d :  " I  am s t i l l  a t  a loss  as t o  what  t o  say.

Th is  s ta tement  o f  yours  has been made p u b l i c l y  and a t  your own f r e e  

w i l l . "

Emf inger:  "Would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  these two gent lemen made a

f a l s e  sta tement  -  f o r  what  reason,  I d o n ' t  know, bu t  they  are s t r i c t l y  

1i a r s . "

Mr.  Thompson asked f o r  Duncan's s ta tement  and Mr.  Duncan 

r e p l i e d  "Same s ta tement  as h i s . "

Rep. P a t ton  s a id  he wanted t o  q u e s t io n  Emf inger.

Mr. Gibson: " I  have handled many C i v i l  S e rv ice  cases and I

can t e l l  you t h i s ,  when you go b e fo r e  the  C i v i l  S e rv ice  Board, you 

had b e t t e r  be s p e c i f i c  and be p repa red .  We have no r i g h t  as the  

W i l d l i f e  & F i s h e r i e s  Commission to  pass on the  innocence o f  an 

i n d i v i d u a l .  The o n l y  one who g iv e s  the  charge is  the  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ,  

we c a n ' t  charge a man; we have a b s o l u t e l y  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  do so. I f  

some charges are made a g a in s t  h im, we w i l l  go ahead and process i t  

th rough the  C i v i l  S e rv ic e  Commission,  bu t  we c a n ' t  s ta y  b e fo re  t h i s  

Commission and t r y  him he re .  We have no r i g h t  t o  do so.

Mr. Thompson l e t t i n g  G i l l e s p i e  speak -

G i l l e s p i e :  " I  a l s o  t o l d  him t o  come down and t a l k  t o  me. 1

re leased  h i s  webbing (Devi l i e  & L a p a r i e ) .  We though t  we saw the  

man, so t h e r e f o r e  we d id  no t  f i l e  charges on him about  the  game f i s h . "
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Mr. Buck ley :  " I t  i s  Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  who was o rdered  o u t  o f

the  p a r i s h .  Why are we t r y i n g  the  o t h e r ? "

Rep. P a t ton :  "  T h is  150 l b s .  o f  game f i s h  taken to  the  orphanage,

I f  t h i s  i s  the  o n l y  g ish  t h a t  we have any ev idence  whatsoever  o f  -  

( I  cou ld  not  hear t h i s  a t  the  m ee t ing  o r  on the  tape)

Mr.  Thompson made some comments aga in  and l e t  Monroe Hickman 

come t o  the  mike.

Monroe Hickman: " I  am hard o f  h ea r in g  and wondered i f  maybe

i t  has a l re a d y  been d iscussed ,  were t h e r e  any game f i s h  taken out  

o f  the hoop n e ts ? "

Mr. Thompson t o l d  him t h a t  i t  had a l r e a d y  been d iscussed ,  and 

requested t h a t  Mr. Hickman have some o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  in  the  audience 

e x p l a i n  t h i s  to  him and requested t h a t  the  h ea r in g  move on.

Frank Adams: " I t  has been s ta te d  by everyone t h a t  Capta in

G i l l e s p i e  was a c t i n g  w i t h i n  h i s  r i g h t s .  Why was he suspended f rom 

Catahoula P a r i s h ? "

Mr.  Thompson: "T h is  Commission has vo ted  unamiously  t h a t  he

no t  be suspended.

Mr. Adams: "Mr .  H a i r ,  you d id  o r d e r  G i l l e s p i e  ou t  o f  Catahoula

P a r i s h ,  d id  you n o t? "

Mr.  H a i r :  "Gentlemen q u i t e  some t im e  ago we had a l e t t e r  f rom

Rep. Pat ton who s ta te d  t h a t  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  peop le  in  Catahoula 

P a r ish  d id  not  l i k e  G i l l e s p i e  and d id  not  want  him in  Catahoula P a r i s h ,  

and f o r  t h a t  reason,  t r y i n g  t o  keep down any i n c i d e n t s  as f a r  as 

b loodshed ,  was asked to  s ta y  o u t  o f  Ca tahoula  P a r i s h .  He d id  not  

g i v e  up the  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  anyone in  t h i s  p a r i s h .  The request

-  24 -



t h a t  the  lo c a l  agents be ab le  t o  hand le  the  p a r i s h  c o m p le te ly  and 

bypass G i l l e s p i e  -  t h a t  was den ie d .  They were informed they 

would s t i l l  go th rough C ap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  f o r  pu rchases , expense 

accounts as they  had done in  the  p a s t . 11

Mr. Adams: "You though t  G i l l e s p i e  d id  a commendable j o b ,  ye t

on Thursday,  you o rde red  him t o  s ta y  o u t  o f  Ca tahoula  P a r i s h .  How 

can you j u s t i f y  these  a c t i o n s ? "

Mr. H a i r :  "The o n l y  way 1 can j u s t i f y  i t  i s  t h i s  -  I have made 

the  s ta tem en t ,  and a l t hough  w i t h o u t  a doubt  th rough  no f a u l t  o f  h i s ,  

G i l l e s p i e  may have d i f f i c u l t y  in  g e t t i n g  h i s  p o i n t  over  e x a c t l y  

w i t h o u t  seeming g r u f f ,  bu t  as f a r  as hard work and l o y a l t y ,  I 

d o n ' t  know o f  anyone I would pu t  above him. When you see the la rg e  

group o f  peop le  who d id  no t  want  him th e re  -  then I have t o  make 

a d e c i s io n  o f  what  i s  bes t  f o r  Cap ta in  G i l l e s p i e  and what i s  bes t  

f o r  the  Commission. We had a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime 

I d id  not  t h i n k  would w a r r a n t  p u t t i n g  him i n t o  t h a t  m igh t  b r i n g  

any p hys i ca l  danger t o  h i m . "

Mr. Adams: "Am I r i g h t  in  assuming enforcement  i s  h i s  ca reer?

Has G i l l e s p i e  asked you t o  take  him o u t  o f  Ca tahoula  Par ish?  H aven ' t  

you had agents in  such danger be fo re?  I do not  unders tand  why you 

d id  t h i s .  I f  t h i s  a c t i o n  i s  no t  c l a r i f i e d  you want have an agent .

We have in  t h i s  s t a t e  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  ( w i l d  in  spo ts )  bu t  t h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  the  law o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  1 would suggest  t h a t  the 

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  i f  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  wrong,  change i t . "

Mr.  Thompson comments p r i m a r i l y  a f i r m i n g  G i l l e s p i e ' s  p o s i t i o n .

Mr.  Buck ley:  "My unde rs tand ing  was t h a t  on Monday n i g h t  the
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V

f i shermen  unders tood  what  had happened. My und e rs tan d in g  i s  t h a t  

they  have the  bes t  S h e r i f f ’ s Department in  the  s t a t e  in  Catahoula 

P a r i s h .  I understand t h a t  enforcement  agents were th re a te n e d .  I t  

i s  my unde rs tand ing  t h a t  i s  a g a in s t  the  law. Some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

shou ld be s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d  ou t  who th rea te ne d  o r  made accusa t ions  

a g a in s t  these a g e n ts . M

Pat ton  t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  in o t h e r  in s tances  t h a t  had happened, 

bu t  was stopped by Mr. Thompson who s ta te d  t h i s  was l i m i t e d  to  

the  J o n e s v i1l e  s i t u a t i o n .

Adams: "Would l i k e  t o  know the  m a j o r i t y  who has th rea tened

game wardens in  Catahoula  P a r i s h . "

Rep. Pa t ton :  "There i s  no m a j o r i t y  in  Catahoula  P a r ish  who

wants a l l  game wardens run o u t  o f  Catahoula  P a r i s h .  The m a j o r i t y  

wants game laws e n fo rc e d ,  wants c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  our  game o f f i c e s  

l i k e  i t  shou ld b e . "

W i l l i e  B. P h i l l i p s :  ( D i r e c te d  t o  Mr.  H a i r )  " I n  keep ing Agent 

G i l l e s p i e  ou t  o f  the  p a r i s h ,  were you w o rk ing  under the  o rde rs  o f  

any i n d i v i d u a l  -  i f  so who was t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l ? "

Mr. H a i r :  "T h is  reques t  came in  the  form o f  a l e t t e r  f rom the

P o l i c e  Ju ry  some t im e  a g o . "

Mr.  Thompson: "Do you have re fe re n c e  t o  the  Governor o f  our

s ta te ?  I f  so, I can answer t h i s  q u e s t io n  -  no he d id  n o t . "

Mr.  H a i r :  " I  had not  rece ived  d i r e c t  o rd e rs  f rom the  Governor,

I have no t  rece ived  d i r e c t  o rd e rs  f rom anybody's  o f f i c e . " ( M r .  H a i r  

went  back to  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  w h i l e  J u l i u s  Book was C h ie f  o f  

enforcement ) and aga in  Mr.  Thompson had t o  p u t  the  h ea r in g  back 

t o  the  J o n e s v i l i e  i n c i d e n t  o n l y  -  mee t ing  co n t in u e d .
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Mr. H a i r :  " A t  the  J o n e s v i1le  meet ing  I ac ted as I though t  was 

bes t  f o r  the  depar tment  and t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the  amount o f  

peop le  we had t h e r e ,  I d id  what  I tho u gh t  was b e s t .  We have had 

t h i s  whole t h i n g  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We heard peop le  who were 

no t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  G i l l e s p i e  and w i t h  o th e r  agents as w e l l .  I 

t h i n k  i t  bes t  he no t  go in  t h e r e .

Mr.  Roy o f  M a r k s v i1 le :  (Read l e t t e r  he was send ing t o  Governor

McKeithen and the  Commission as f o l l o w s : )

Gentlemen: "As gove rno r  and C h ie f  law enforcement  o f f i c e r  o f

L o u is ia n a ,  and as s u p e r v i s o r y  members o f  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  

Commission r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  p le ase  be adv ised  t h a t  I am r e l i a b l y  in formed 

t h a t  the  recen t  "C atahou la  Game Fish  I n c i d e n t "  o ccu r red  on S a l ine  

Lake,  wh ich forms p a r t  o f  the  n o r th e r n  boundary o f  A v o y e l le s  P a r i s h .

Assuming t h a t  some o f  the  a l le g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  d id  occur  in  these 

p a r i s h  border  w a te r s ,  under the p r o v i s i o n  o f  Revised S ta tu te s  56 :522 ,  

these  v i o l a t i o n s  have o ccu r red  w i t h i n  the c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  

A v o y e l1es P a r i s h .

As D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ,  1 s h a l l  be happy to  coope ra te  w i t h  you 

in t h i s  m a t t e r  and t h a t  1 s h a l l  accep t  c r i m i n a l  charges f rom any 

c r e d i b l e  game agents and o r  w i tn e s s e s .

Regardless o f  the  responses t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  1 s h a l l  ask the 

A v o y e l le s  P a r ish  Grand J u r y  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  s h o r t l y ,  

as I re p re sen t  thousands o f  sportsmen and commercial  f i shermen  who 

are  i n t e r e s t e d  in  game and f i s h  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  and who are opposed 

t o  i t s  d i s t r u c t  ion by both  poachers and " f a v o re d  h un te rs  and 

f i s h e r m e n . "

Mr.  Thompson ask ing  f o r  o t h e r  speakers i f  they had something
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t o  say -  Mr.  Hickman wished t o  ask Mr. H a i r  who accompanied him on 

the  t r i p  t o  F e r r i d a y  and who gave him h?s o r d e r s .  Was t h i s  a p u b l i c  

meet ing  o r  a group o f  peop le ,  and do you t h i n k  t h i s  was a w ise  t h i n g  

to  make t h i s  d e c i s i o n ? 11

Mr.  H a i r :  "The f i r s t  1 knew o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was on Monday

a f te rn o o n .  I had been o u t  o f  S ta te .  I was c a l l e d  by Aubrey Young 

and Aubrey t o l d  me t h a t  the  Governor John J ,  McKeithen would l i k e  

f o r  me to  go t o  J o n e s v i 11e w i t h  him tomorrow morn ing a t  10 o ' c l o c k  

and make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  i s  as f a r  as i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom 

the  Governor 's  o f f i c e  w e n t . The f o l l o w i n g  morn ing l went  t o  the 

a i r p o r t ;  1 c a l l e d  the  Governor on the  phone and asked i f  he had 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  me? He s a id ,  " I  want  you t o  go up th e re  and make 

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and l e t  me know what you f i n d  o u t .  That  was as f a r  

as h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e n t . "

Mr.  Hickman: "Was i t  an open m ee t ing? "

Mr.  H a i r :  "A t  a l l  t im es  we had anywhere f rom 10 to  12 t o  15

peop le .  I cou ld  not  have i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  my peop le  and w i t h  t h i s  

number o f  o t h e r s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  was to  

f i n d  ou t  I f  my peop le  had done a n y th in g  i l l e g a l .  My p o s i t i o n  was 

s ta te d  t h a t  day.  As t o  why l made t h i s  o r d e r  -  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  

d e c i s i o n  because I though t  a t  t h a t  t im e  i t  was f o r  the  good o f  

everyone co nce rn e d . "

O'Hearn Mathews: "Was t h i s  t e n s io n  b rough t  about  because he

was not  e n f o r c i n g  the  law o r  why was i t  b rough t  a bou t? "  (Ques t ion  

was o v e r - r u l e d )

Mathews: "Was t h e r e  a p r e - t r a i l ? "

-  28 -



Mr. H a i r :  "No p r e - t r i a l ,  no t h e re  was no t r i a l  a t  a n y t im e . 11

Mathews: "Who were the  peop le  d i s c u s s in g  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ? "

Mr.  H a i r :  "What we were d i s c u s s in g  was w i t h  P o l i c e  Ju ry

members, Senators ,  R e p re s e n ta t i v e s ,  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  and S h e r i f f  -  

Mr.  Hood was in  and o u t .  1 was h o l d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to  see i f  our  

peop le  had done a n y th in g  i l l e g a l .  G i l l e s p i e  was no t  sen t  ou t  o f  

t h a t  p a r i s h  f o r  a n y th in g  he had done. The o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  

we have, when I de te rm ined  t h a t  my peop le  had no t  done a ny th in g  

i l l e g a l  whatsoever -was stopped by Mr. Thompson.

Mr. Dyer:  "The passed r e s o l u t i o n  -  does t h a t  mean t h a t  Mr.

G i l l e s p i e  be a l lowed  t o  go back i n t o  Catahoula  P a r i s h ? "

Mr.  Thompson: "Yes,  t h i s  has a l r e a d y  been d iscussed .  He w i l l

c o n t in u e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as law enforcement  agent  in  t h a t  p a r i s h . "

Senator  G i l b e r t :  " I  re p re s e n t  Catahoula  P a r i s h  and whether

you l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  I have taken a p o s i t i o n  and 1 am go ing  to  

s t i c k  by i t .  I f  t he re s  anyway I can e x e r t  any p o l i t i c a l  p re ssu re ,

1 am going t o  ask t h a t  G i l l e s p i e  c o n t in u e  t o  be kep t  o u t  o f  

Catahoula P a r ish  f o r  two purposes (1) f o r  own s a f e t y  and (2) f o r  

the  s a fe t y  o f  my peop le  i n  Catahoula  P a r i s h .  1 d i d  no t  ask now, 

w i l l  no t  ask tomorrow o r  the  nex t  day t h a t  any charges be wi thdrawn 

f rom any game v i o l a t i o n  whatsoever  -  i f  they  have been caught  w i t h  

i l l e g a l  f i s h  o r  s h o o t in g  o f  a doe dee r ,  bu t  1 s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  G i l l e s p i e  

shou ld  be kept  o u t  o f  Ca tahou la  P a r i s h .  That  i s  the  p o s i t i o n  I have 

t a k e n , w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  take ,  and I t o l d  Mr.  G i l l e s p i e  l a s t  Tuesday 

t h a t  1 though t  he i s  l e g a l l y  r i g h t  in  making t h i s  r a i d  bu t  m o r a l l y  w r o n g . "
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Rep. P a t to n :  " I  w i l l  t r y  t o  r e i n t e r a t e  what Senator  G i l b e r t

j u s t  sa id  and maybe add a p o i n t  o r  two.  We want  t o  p r o t e c t  our  

game and f i s h  and 1 j u s t  wonder i f  some o f  t h i s  stems f rom someone 

in  Rapides P a r i s h .  Wh i le  we have p reserved  ours  in  Catahoula  P a r i s h ,  

and I go back to  say t h a t  t h i s  meet ing  i s  c o m p le te ly  in  the  wrong 

p la c e .  I t  o ccu r red  in  Catahoula  P a r i s h  and i t  shou ld have been he ld  

t h e r e .  Problems on p a r i s h  l e v e l  shou ld  be worked ou t  in  t h a t  p a r i s h .  

I w i l l  go a long w i t h  Senator  G i l b e r t  t h a t  I w i l l  do e v e r y th i n g  in 

my power t o  keep G i l l e s p i e  o u t  o f  Ca tahou la  P a r i s h .  We have been 

asked to  keep him o u t  o f  Ca tahoula  P a r ish  f o r  a number o f  reasons . 

( s h o o t in g  in c id e n c e s ,  b r u t a l l y  e n f o r c i n g  laws and a number o f  t h i n g s  

t h a t  1 ca n 11 go i n t o  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g . 11

Mr. Thompson: " I f  these t h i n g s  e x i s t  t h a t  you say e x i s t ,  i t  is 

your du ty  to  b r i n g  such charges a g a in s t  h im. I would l i k e  to  pu t  

t h i s  in  the  form o f  a demand, i f  you have any ev idence  o f  wrong 

d o in g ,  t h a t  you c a l l  t h i s  t o  our  a t t e n t i o n .

Mr.  Buck ley :  "C atahou la  P a r ish  i s  a p a r t  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  would

l i k e  to  t e l l  Senator  G i l b e r t  and Rep. Pa t ton  th e re  i s  no a n im o s i t y  

towards Catahoula P a r i s h .  I f  they  knew o f  v i o l a t i o n s  in Rapides 

P a r i s h  and wanted t o  send a r a i d i n g  team, we would thank  them f o r  

do ing  t h e i r  j o b .  T h is  whole t h i n g  c ou ld  have been heard w i t h o u t  

a l l  o f  t h i s .  I do want  t o  thank  you f o r  Senator  Lee and we are 

g lad  to  help  them in  Catahou la  P a r ish  uphold the  l a w . "

Mr .  F a i r c h i l d :  " I  t h i n k  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  Mr. Chairman,

I propose t h a t  we make i t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  Commission stands 

f o r  e f f e c t i v e ,  f a i r ,  equal and i m p a r t i a l  w i l d l i f e  law enforcement 

in  L o u is ia n a .  We shou ld a l s o  make i t  p l a i n  that- i t  is  our  i n t e n t i o n
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t o  see t h a t  the  f i s h  and game laws o f  t h i s  s t a t e  a re  and w i l l  be 

v i g o r o u s l y  e n fo rced  in  o rd e r  t h a t  o u r  r i c h  w i l d l i f e  resources  may 

be p r o te c te d  f o r  the  p ro pe r  use and enjoyment o f  a l l  the  peop le .

In o rd e r  t o  do t h i s ,  i t  i s  o c c a s s i o n a l l y  necessary t o  s h i f t  

w i l d l i f e  agents f rom one p a r i s h  o r  area t o  ano the r  on a temporary 

b as i s  to  cope w i t h  s p e c ia l  game law enforcement  prob lems.  T h is  has 

been a p r a c t i c e  in the  pas t  and i t  i s  proposed t h a t  i t  be con t inued  

in  the  f u t u r e  th rough the adop t ion  o f  a w r i t t e n  p o l i c y .

Mr. Chairman,  1 make a mot ion  (1) t h a t  the  C h ie f  o f  the  Enforcement 

D i v i s i o n  be a u th o r i z e d  t o  work on a s ta te w id e  bas is  and t o  s h i f t  w i l d l i f e  

agents between p a r i s h e s  and enforcement  d i s t r i c t s  in  the  s t a t e  f o r  

temporary work assignments as deemed necessary  f o r  the  purpose o f  

cop ing  w i t h  s p e c ia l  w i l d l i f e  law enforcement problems (2) t h a t  the 

W i l d l i f e  Agent  IV ' s  be a u th o r i z e d  to  work  anywhere w i t h i n  the two D i s t r i c t s  

t h a t  each supe rv ises  and t h a t  they  be a u th o r i z e d  t o  s h i f t  agents between 

these  d i s t r i c t s  o r  p a r i s h e s  w i t h i n  the  two d i s t r i c t s  f o r  temporary 

work assignments i n c o u n t e r i n g  s p ec ia l  law enforcement  problems (3) t h a t  

the  W i l d l i f e  Agent  I l l ' s  o r  D i s t r i c t  Capta ins be a u th o r i z e d  to  work in 

any p a r i s h  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  and t h a t  they  be a u th o r i z e d  

t o  s h i f t  w i l d l i f e  agents between p a r i s h e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

d i s t r i c t s  f o r  the  purposes o f  cop ing  w i t h  s p e c ia l  w i l d l i f e  law enforcement 

problems.

Th is  mo t ion  was seconded by Hobson N o r r i s  and c a r r i e d .

Mr.  Thompson: " I  have t r i e d  t o  conduct  t h i s  m ee t ing  on a f a i r

and i m p a r t i a l  bas is  e t c . . 11

Mr. B i l l  Day: " I  do no t  p lan  t o  r e i n t e r a t e ,  I want  t o  commend

though what Mr.  Hood s a id ,  and I a l s o  want  to  commend the  agents f o r  

the  j o b  they  d i d . "  (He s a id  more b u t  I was unab le  t o  hear what  was s a i d . )
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Someone in the  audience s t a te d  they  would l i k e  t o  thank the 

Stream Con tro l  Commission f o r  what  they  had done on the  p o l l u t i o n  

problem.

Mr. Thompson s t i l l  he ld  the  meet ing  o n l y  to  the  J o n e s v i11e 

I n c i d e n t  and the  m o t ion  was made and seconded t h a t  the  meet ing  

a d jo u rn .
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